
From the Ministry Team of 
ST JAMES THE LESS 
and ST BARNABAS

We are sending you this newsletter because you are someone who attends St 
James the Less or St Barnabas.  We are trying to keep in touch with everyone 
with the awareness that some of you are in isolation and others are keeping 
direct contact with others to a minimum, and many of you are not in the internet 
or social media.  If you do not wish to hear from us, or if you are able to receive 
this newsletter by email, please let me know.

As you probably know public worship across 
the Church of England has been suspended, so 
no Sunday or midweek services will be taking 
place, and there will be no church events or 
meetings for the time being.  This makes us 
who lead the services very sad and I’m sure 
many of you share this sentiment.

So, is your Ministry Team just sitting around with 
its feet up?  Well, no.  Guy, Mike, and Sheena are 

Everything is cancelled?

I wake up to sunshine streaming 
through my window. What will today 
bring?
One thing is certain; God is with 
me and with all who believe in his 
healing power.
Everything is cancelled,
But I’m thankful that
Conversations will not be cancelled
Relationships will not be cancelled
Love will not be cancelled
Songs and reading will not be 
cancelled
Self care and hope will not be 
cancelled 

By Dilys

limiting their interactions, while Ruth and Jackie 
are still out and about.  They or one of them 
will be at St James at 10:15am on Wednesdays 
and 10 am on Sundays and at St Barnabas at 
10:30am on Thursdays and at 11am on Sundays 
to read the Bible and say some prayers.  All 
due precautions are being taken for those who 
come into the church buildings, so people who 
are not ‘locked down’ are welcome to join us 
(we will be sitting in separate pews).

St Barnabas is open during the day for prayer 
and we are hoping to have St James open as 
well, although probably not as frequently.  
There will be special prayer stations in each 
church.

Weddings will go ahead if couples wish as 
will baptisms (although being held without 
the church congregation present as would 
be desirable), and funerals, all with limited 
numbers of guests.

With this letter is a form of service for you to 
use in your own home and we will be producing 
more of these.  Extracts from our services, or 
what would have been our services, readings, 
prayers and sermons are popping up twice 
a week in audio on the St James webpage 
of A Church Near You (achurchnearyou.
com) and as text on the St Barnabas website 
(stbarnabas-hadleigh.org.uk) on a new page 
called Talks and Prayers.



Get in contact 

I know many of you will be keeping in 
touch with each other and supporting 
each other.  If you do need some practical 
help or want to talk, please get in touch 
with one of us:

Revd Ruth: 
01702 426998 
ruth@cartmann.eclipse.co.uk

Revd Jackie: 
01268 655825
turnerjackie184@btinternet.com

Guy: 
01702 558447
guynegus1@gmail.com

Sheena:
01702 554853
sheena.slater@tiscali.co.uk

Prayer
Lord, you are the Prince of Peace and the King of Love, who 
casts out all fear.  Please help us not to be anxious but to seek 
your wisdom and stay vigilant about precautions, planning 
ahead, and showing compassion to those who may be 
vulnerable.  Amen

James Mildred – CARE

There are other spiritual resources on the 
Church of England website (churchofengland.
org) and morning and evening prayer can be 
found on the Chelmsford Cathedral Facebook 
page (facebook.com.chelmsfordcathedral)  
There is a daily weekday service at 9:45am 
on Radio 4 (Long Wave) and a Sunday service 
at 8:10am, and on Radio 3 Choral Evensong 
appears at 3:30pm on a Wednesday and is 
repeated at 3pm on a Sunday.  Of course 
there is good old Songs of Praise at 1:15pm on 
Sunday on BBC1.  There will also be a Sunday 
service on local radio led by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury.

This Sunday, 22nd March, it is suggested by 
Churches Together that at 7pm we place a 
lighted candle or some sort of light in our 
windows.  The leaders write of this national call 
to prayer. ‘At such a time as this, when so many 
are fearful and there is great uncertainty, we 
are reminded of our dependence on our loving 
heavenly Father and the future that he holds.  
We will pray for those who are sick or anxious 
and those working in our Health Service. We 
are calling on everyone to place a lighted 
candle (or other form of light) in their window 
at 7pm as a sign of solidarity and hope in the 
light of Christ that can never be extinguished.’


